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 ⇢  ASK CHARLES 

A MYSTERIOUS TOWER AND A TOWERING RIVALRY. 
CHARLES BETHEA ANSWERS YOUR QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE CITY. 
What’s that large phallic symbol on the east 
side of the Connector with the word “Corey” 
on its side? 

I say Gwinnett’s Brookwood–Parkview high 
school rivalry is the best in the state. Can 
you back me up? 

BY THE NUMBERS

PRISON INC.
Corrections Corporation of America controls 
a sizeable population of Georgia’s burgeon-
ing number of jailbirds. The Nashville-based 
independent prison management company now 
oversees the North Georgia Detention Center, 
Stewart Detention Center, and the Coffee, 
Wheeler, and McRae correctional facilities.

13.1%
Estimated 
percentage  
of Georgia  

inmates 
housed by 

CCA, or 
7,074 out of 

53,882

20,737
Inmates 
admitted 

to Georgia 
prisons in the 

2009 fiscal 
year, 492 

more than the 
previous year

$46
Per diem flat rate 
CCA charges per 

prisoner at Coffee 
and Wheeler, the 

facilities it runs for 
Georgia; Georgia’s 
per diem rate for 
its state-run pris-

ons is $51.87

1,520
Georgia CCA 
employees; 

CCA’s annual 
Georgia pay-

roll is $54 
million

5th
CCA’s rank in list 

of largest U.S. 
prison operators, 
with 75,000 pris-
oners in nineteen 

states; ranks 
behind California, 

Texas, Florida, 
and the feds


